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is able to give the true meaning. Such a claim is
intolerable. The infallibility of the Pope would be a
trifle compared with the infallibility of Swedenborg
if such a position were admitted. The Pope is at
least only infallible when giving his verdict on points
of doctrine ex cathedra with his cardinals around him.
Swedenborg's infallibility would be universal and un-
restricted. Nor do his explanations in the least com-
mend themselves to one's reason. When, in order to
get at the true sense of a God-given message, one has
to suppose that a horse signifies intellectual truth, an
ass signifies scientific truth, a flame signifies improve-
ment, and so on and on through countless symbols,
we seem to be in a realm of make-believe which
can only be compared with the ciphers which some
ingenious critics have detected in the plays of Shake-
speare. Not thus does God send His truth into the
world. If such a view were accepted the Sweden-
borgian creed could only be the mother of a thousand
heresies, and we should find ourselves back again
amid the hair-splittings and the syllogisms of the
mediaeval schoolmen. All great and true things
are simple and intelligible. Swedenborg's theology
is neither simple nor intelligible, and that is its
condemnation.

When, however, we get behind his tiresome
exegesis of the Scriptures, where everything means
something different from what it obviously means,
and when we get at some of the general results of his
teaching, they are not inharmonious with liberal
modern thought or with the teaching which has been
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